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technologies, gunshot location technology, and many others. Much has changed with the 
use of these and other technologies.

Surveillance
Cameras take pictures if we run a red light or stop our cars in a pedestrian walkway. Most 

departments use photo radar to catch people driving over the speed limit. Security cameras 
(public and private) monitor and record our movements, and GPS tracking devices follow our 
driving routes. Even toll road payment boxes in automobiles can be used to track a citizen’s 
movement. The increased use of technology by law enforcement and the ability to monitor 
our movements changes expectations of privacy. Issues of privacy related to technology are 
especially troublesome, as many companies 
providing technology are privately owned.

The use of technology has created 
troubling situations for police and the 
courts. In 2001, the Supreme Court ruled 
that heat-sensing thermal imaging tech-
nology to observe activity in a person’s 
house could not be used without a war-
rant. In this case, thermal imaging was 
used to monitor Danny Lee Kyllo’s home 
for radiant heat. Federal agents believed 
Kyllo, who lived in Oregon, was grow-
ing marijuana, and the imaging device 
showed high levels of heat being emitted 
from several areas in the house, which was 
assumed to show grow lights for the crops. 
The agents used this information to obtain 
a search warrant and found 100 marijuana 
plants. The Court, in a close decision (5–4), 
determined that the thermal imaging was 

CONTEMPLATING CAREERS

Public Policy Work
Are you familiar with or interested in parliamentary 

procedure? Are you pragmatic and able to compromise? 
Are you able to build strong relationships? Do you take 
things personally? These are some of the questions to 
ask yourself if you are considering a career in public 
policy. Those successful in this field understand 
process, are pragmatic and able to compromise without 
abandoning ideology, and do not take things personally.

The criminal justice system looks to legislators to 
write and pass laws, though students in the field rarely 
see this as a career choice. Having members of the 
legislature, at either the federal or state level, familiar 

with the intricacies of the criminal justice system is 
vital to maintaining and protecting our rights. A double 
major in criminal justice and political science or public 
affairs provides a background for seeking political 
office and for a wide variety of jobs. Many career paths 
are available in legislative work, including conducting 
policy research, drafting bills, writing legal opinions, 
and, perhaps, ultimately running for office (see www 
.legislativecareers.org).

Career Video: 
A former former lawyer and legislator discusses her  
experience and current issues in the field.

Red light cameras are an efficient way of identifying speeding vehicles. Should 

the public be warned of the presence of a camera? Why or why not?
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